Governor Jim Florio receives a check 
representing the $5.65 billion that New 
Jersey will receive from the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
during the next six years. From left are 
Congressman Robert Roe, Newark 
Mayor Sharpe James, NJ Transit 
Executive Director Shirley DeLibero, 
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg and 
Commissioner Tom Downs. 


$5.65 billion 
earmarked for 
transportation 


New Jersey’s share of the new federal 
Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act ISTEA) signed by 
President George Bush in Dallas in 
December will total some $5.65 billion 
over the next six years. 

It will help develop a comprehensive 
and coordinated transportation program 
and provide a needed boost to the state’s 
economy. “The Transportation Act 
delivers for New Jersey,” said Governor 
Jim Florio as he accepted a symbolic 
check from U.S. Senator Frank 
Lautenberg and Congressman Robert Roe 
who spear-headed the bill's passage in 
Washington. 

“Tt means jobs for 30,000 workers over 
the next six years,” Florio said. “It means 
a total of $3.3 billion for highways and 


Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act 
NJ Share FY 1992-97 - $5.65 Billion 
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bridges and $2.3 billion for public transit. 

“For the first time, federal law will 
count toll road investments as local match 
(Continued on page 4) 
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For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Florio calls for Trust Fund cap lift 


Governor Jim Florio in his State of 
the State address called on the legisla- 
ture to eliminate the cap on the Trans- 
portation Trust Fund to continue his 
"New Jersey Works!" program. 

The cap lift is part of the Governor’s 
economic development program that is 
designed to prime the economy, create 
jobs and fight the effects of the national 
recession. 

In addition to the cap lift, the program 
calls for the establishment of an 
Economic Recovery Fund that will be 
used to invest $200 million in Port 
Authority proceeds into infrastructure 
construction, cultural facilities and 
programs to expand private businesses. 
Among the facilities to benefit is the 
Atlantic City Airport, which will be 
expanded and rehabilitated under a 
three-year $17 million capital program. 

Calling transportation “fundamental” 
to New Jersey, the Governor said in his 
speech, “By strengthening our trans- 
portation network, we improve our 
quality of life, boost our economy and 
create jobs. That’s what we’ve done for 
the last two years, and it’s enabled us to 
create 12,000 jobs and pump millions 
into our economy.” 


Florio said that totally eliminating the 
cap will allow the NJDOT to continue 
its expanded capital program and help 
create 13,000 additional jobs through 
fiscal year 1995 when the current Trust 
Fund expires. 

“T am confident that the Department 
is up to meeting this challenge," 
Commissioner Downs said. "From the 
time that the Governor signed the last 
cap lift through the end of 1991, we 
advertised 111 projects worth nearly 
$480 million—surpassing all of our 
goals. By working together as we did 
last year, I know that we will be able to 
do it again.” 

In his speech, the Governor referred 
to the transportation projects of the last 
year. He specifically mentioned the 
widening of Route 1 in Middlesex 
County, the reconstruction of the 
Somerville Circle and the hundreds of 
other projects that keep New Jersey 
moving. He also pointed with pride to 
this year’s opening of Route 18 in 
Monmouth County and the opening of a 
rail line connecting Monmouth to 
Hudson County, the first new commuter 
line in 25 years. 


Governor Jim Florio ° 
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NJDOTers enjoy first international cele 


Sometimes doing one job too well can 
lead to more work, some public-spirited 
NJDOTers found out last month — and 
sometimes it leads to getting to know 
people better. 

At least that’s how it appeared to the 
NJDOTers who planned and hosted three 
receptions this summer for more than 400 
retirees when they were asked to plan a 
holiday reception in December. 

“You have to be people-oriented to 
begin with if you volunteer for this type of 
project,” said Doreen Plummer, adminis- 
trative supervisor to Assistant Commis- 
sioner Ken Afferton. “So we agreed to the 
new assignment and began to plan 
traditional holiday decorations, refresh- 
ments and music.” 

The good will of the 12-member group 
was stretched somewhat when Commis- 
sioner Tom Downs requested that the 
reception be multi-cultural to ensure that 
employees of all backgrounds could enjoy 
it fully. A globe encircled with symbolic 
flags and a ribbon garland became the 
logo for the newly-named “Holiday 
International.” 

“At first we were concerned about how 
we would accomplish this,” said Dottie 
Kish, manager of the correspondence unit 
who co-chaired the committee with Meg 
Frampton of Suburban Mobility. “Then 
suggestions began to come in. For 
example, we thought, what would be more 
international than hanging the flags of 
many nations in the cafeteria? We didn’t 
know where we would get the flags. 

“As word got around through the 
Transporter, an employee-gram and word 
of mouth, employees began to donate the 
flags and people volunteered to organize 
ethnic displays,” Kish said. 

“New problems and twists turned up 
every day along with solutions and 
cooperation,” she said. Members of the 
Indian community resurrected display 
materials from the month-long Indian 
Cultural Festival that took place at 
Middlesex Community College this past 
summer. Ukrainian-Americans provided a 
flag of the newly independent country. 
Both Oriental and Iberian-heritage 
employees collaborated on displays. 

By mid-December flags from dozens of 
nations were hanging from the Headquar- 
ters cafeteria ceiling. Lobbies in the three 
main Headquarters buildings featured 
Christmas trees adorned with multi- 
national symbols. On December 19, the 
day of the reception, employee “elves” 
served cider, punch and cookies in the 
cafeteria as the special NJDOT chorus, 
musicians, DOT TOTs and Santa enter- 


tained. This year, a pifiata carried out the 
theme. 

But something exciting and different 
was taking place down the hall in the 
multi-purpose room, usually the location 
of bid openings and meetings. Exotic 
sights and sounds came from the displays 
from the Ukraine, India, Spanish- and 
Portuguese-heritage countries, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Ethiopia and other African 
nations, Vietnam, Korea, Taiwan, China 
and the Philippines. Videos showed 


Ukrainian and Indian folk dances, the 
beaches of Ghana and Vietnamese brush 
painting. There were sitars, guitars and 
talking drums; cotton, wool, silk and 
leather threaded with gold, woven or 
embroidered; wood that was carved, 
stained, painted and inlaid; a giant 
peacock (India’s national bird) made out 
of lacy rattan; games and books. 


By 4 p.m. the hard-working reception 
committee was exhausted. But the tables 
had to be struck, the linens removed and 
everything picked up and retumed. In the 
multi-purpose room, the exhibitors were 
doing the same thing. 

The Transporter interviewed some of 
the exhibitors two weeks after the event 
to collect their reactions. Most reported a 
very favorable response from attendees. 
“Tt was more favorable than I expected,” 
said Alem Tessema. 


“Many were amazed at the quality of 
the exhibits,” said Joyce Himelman, 
Special Assistant to Assistant Commis- 
sioner Christine Cox. 

Not all met support for the project. 
“Some people said that we shouldn’t have 
something like this because it emphasizes 
differences rather than a ‘melting pot,’ 
said Binh Vo.” 


CADD system to carry Department i in 21st century 


1992 may come to be known at NJDOT 
as the “Year of the CADD.” More and 
more NJDOTers are being trained to use 
the vastly upgraded computer aided 

drafting design (CADD) system that will 
gradually change the way they work. 

“By increasing efficiency, productivity 
and flexibility, the expanded system will 
help us meet Commissioner Downs‘ 
challenge to better deliver our services to 
the public,” said Assistant Commissioner 
for Design & Right of Way Ken Afferton. 

Since September 1991, the vendor, 
Intergraph Corporation, has conducted 22 
courses in different computer applica- 
tions. As part of this initial training, 59 
employees will participate in an ongoing 
program to “train the trainers.” The 
majority of employees will receive in- 
house training on the new system. 

Employees working with the new 
system are awed by its potential. “We’ll 
be able to use CADD for such diverse 
operations as producing right of way 
parcel maps to bridge rehabilitation 
projects. Eventually, we'd like to have all 
of our drawings on-line so that they can 
be accessed on terminals throughout the 
state,” said Bruce Cosaboom, Supervisor, 
CADD Support Unit, Design & Right of 
Way. 

“The CADD support unit is currently 
looking at how to customize the program 
to include specific design standards and 
symbols used by the Department so that 
this potential can be fully realized,” said 
John Bizuga, Principal Engineer, CADD 
Support Unit. 

The CADD system will eventually 
eliminate much of the manual drafting 
work being done today on construction 
plans, for example, the plans for the 


Bob Swain and Sue Gresavage, CADD Development Unit, and Tom Sweeney , CADD 
Drafting Unit, review a project on an Intergraph CADD system. 


portion of I-95 being purchased by the 
Turnpike Authority and alignment 
preservation plans for the Lackawanna 
Cutoff. 

The recent upgrades to the system 
expand the Department’s CADD capabili- 
ties from drafting to engineering. Using 
INROADS, a roadway engineering 
program, engineers will be able to design 
a project in three dimensions on terminals 
that can simultaneously display up to 
eight screens. 

“‘A major advantage of the new system 


_ is that it is interactive, allowing users to 


look at several alternatives in the same 
time period,” said Cosaboom. 


Rumowicz named to guide capital program 


Deputy Commissioner George War- 
rington announced the creation of the 
Office of Capital Management. The unit 
will report to Assistant Commissioner for 
Policy and Planning Christine Johnson 
and absorb all of the functions and staff 
previously assigned to the Office of 
Programming. 

“With the passage of the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1992, the federal government has 
greatly enhanced the Department’s ability 
to determine how it will program and 
fund transportation initatives,” 
Warrington said in the management 
announcement. 

“Since policy rather than funding will 
drive the way we make investment 
decisions, it is necessary for us to 


strengthen the way we manage our capital 
resources,” he said. 

Madelyn A. Rumowicz, who was 
Director of Capital Budgeting in the State 
Senate, has been named Director. “She 
will be a tremendous asset,” Commis- 
sioner Tom Downs told managers when 
he introduced her to them at this month’s 
Manager’s Forum. 

Rumowicz’s experience also includes 
the Senate Environment Committee and 
the Senate Transportation and Utilities 
Committee. 

She holds a master's degree in city and 
regional planning from Rutgers Univer- 
sity and is a graduate of Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Govern- 
ment and the Municipal Bond School in 
New York City. 


Other potential application areas 
include emergency snow room opera- 
tions, sign inventory and pavement 
management in Construction and Mainte- 
nance, mapping, accident records, and 
maintaining access classification criteria 
in Policy and Planning. 

With 60 work stations throughout the 
Department, employees in all areas will 
be able to use the system. In addition to 
the work stations at Headquarters, each of 
the regional offices, as well as field 
locations in Flemington, Buena and Wall 
Township will eventually be equipped 
with on-line work stations. 


Governor Jim Florio 
Commissioner Tom Downs 
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Appointments 


Albert B. Ari has been appointed 
Regional Director, Construction and 
Maintenance Engineering, Region II. 

Michael Seigfried has been named 
acting Regional Construction Engineer, 
Region I. 

George F. Keller, SES III, is on 
special assignment in Construction and 
Maintenance working on the new 
maintenance operation. 

Brian Strizki has been named Man- 
ager, Bureau of Value Engineering. 
Strizki has 12 years experience with the 
Department and has been with Value 
Engineering since its inception. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering and 
is a licensed professional engineer. 

Gordon E. Malick, formerly with 
OTIS, has been appointed Manager, 
Bureau of Design Systems & Scheduling. 
Malick worked for the Department from 
1961 to 1984 in the Division of Data 
Processing. Malick replaces Chet Andres 
who retired after 31 years of service. 


Additions 


These NJDOTers also worked on the 
Route 18 project reported in the Decem- 
ber 19 issue: Harry Capers, Martin 
Tobin, Sharon Loftin, Diane Stratton, 
William Davies and Khasrow Tabrizi, 
Bridge Design; Raymond (Jeff) 
Lanigan, Lawrence Berger, William 
Fisher and Glen Cliver, Roadway 
Design. 


SSP speaker 


Lorraine Maher, Technical Assistant, 
Human Resources, addressed the Support 
Specialist Program graduation ceremony 
held November 22. 


Materials crew 
recovers stolen purse 


A Bureau of Materials crew recovered a 
stolen purse on Route 31 in Hopewell 
Township, Mercer County, in December. 
Edwin Horta, Equipment Operator, 
spotted the purse. Local police said the 
purse had been stolen from a Montgom- 
ery Township resident three days earlier. 

The crew members, all from 1600 
North Olden Avenue, Trenton, are Kevin 


Isler, C&M Tech. III; Robert B. Reilly, 
C&M Tech. V; Stanley C. Dombrowski, 
Equipment Operator, Cua V. Huynh, 
Equipment Operator, Edwin Horta, 
Equipment Operator and Raymond J. 
Podlesny, Equipment Operator. 


New arrivals 


Stacy Matthews, Secretarial Assistant 
II, Deputy Commissioner’s Office, and 
her husband, Anthony, are the proud 
parents of their first child, Ashley Marie, 
born September 18. 

Tesa Danaso, Senior Clerk Typist, 
Data Development, and her husband, 
Jerry, recently welcomed their first child, 
Daniel Joseph, December 3. 

Vincent Cortese, Project Engineer, 
Procurement, Construction Services, and 
his wife, Lynn, welcomed their third 
child, Chelsea Marie, December 4. 


Thank you 


Karen Reynolds, Receptionist, Main 
Office Building, Trenton, wants to thank 
everyone who sent get well cards and 
letters while she was ill. 


Recent retirees 


Betty Spisak, Principal Clerk, C&M, 
33 yrs.; James P. Turcic, Supvr. Land- 
scape, C&M, 25 yrs.; George A. Smith, 
Maintenance Worker I, C&M, 20 yrs.; 


Toy drive 


‘wraps’ up 
NJDOT Truck 
Driver Alan 
Beamer assists First 
Lady Lucinda 
Florio in wrapping 
toys at the gift 
wrapping ceremony 
last month. State 
employees donated 
more than 4,000 
toys in the annual 
drive. Beamer 
volunteered to 
collect toys from 
Trenton area state 
offices as part of 
the NJDOT effort. 


Gloria DiPierro, Senior Accident Record 
Reviewer, Policy & Planning, 18 yrs.; 
Anthony Gargiulo, Bridge Operator, 
C&M, 16 yrs.; John C. Kulak, Land- 
scape Technician, C&M, 15 yrs.; Joseph 
J. Hewett, Maintenance Worker I, C&M, 
15 yrs.; Stephen S. Ryba, Auditor I, 
Accounting & Auditing, 15 yrs.; Julius F. 
Smith, Micro Elect. Systems Technician, 
C&M, 13 yrs., Thomas J. Reilly, Truck 
Driver, C&M, 7 yrs.; Eddie Lee, Traffic 
Enumerator, Policy & Planning, 3 yrs. 


Obituaries 


Raymond J. Goffredi, 78, died 
November 30. Goffredi retired in 1980 as 
a Truck Driver, having begun his career 
with the Department in 1959 as a Laborer. 
He is survived by his wife, Florence; a 
son, Raymond; a daughter, Cheryl; a 
brother, George; and two grandchildren. 

Richard W. Gabriel, 59, died Decem- 
ber 6. He was a Supervisor in the 
Graphics and Cartography unit. Gabriel 
started with the Department in 1973 as a 
Senior Drafting Technician. He is 
survived by his wife, Florence, three 
daughters, three sisters, three grandchil- 
dren and several nieces and nephews. 

Esther A. Maguire, 78, died December 
11. She was a supervisor with the 
Department before she retired. She is 
survived by a sister, Marguerite; a 
brother, and several nieces and nephews. 

Jack Frost Andrews, 80, died Decem- 
ber 29. He retired in 1981 as Director of 
Planning and Environmental Analysis 
after 27 years of service. Andrews began 
his career with the Department in 1954 as 
an Assistant to the State Highway 
Commissioner. He is survived by his 
wife, Jermain, a son, four daughters, a 
sister and nine grandchildren. 


All of the participants would have liked 
more time to gather materials and more 
space to display them. “Then more 
employees would have been able to 
participate and wouldn’t feel left out,” 
said Seth Ahiekpor. 

What about next time? “I think another 
time of year might be more neutral for 
non-Christians,” said Vo. 

Olga Zeleznock said that it could go 
either way. “The Christmas holidays are 
too busy for some people,” she said. “But 


it’s also a time of year when people like 
to get together. Maybe we wouldn’t get a 
large attendance from the regions at 
another time of year.” 

Girish Patel said he preferred another 
time of year, perhaps when the weather is 
better. He was among several who said 
that food and delicacies would be 
welcome additions. Sandy Aviles 


reported that visitors to the Spanish and 
Portuguese heritage exhibit enjoyed the 
rice dish and desserts they offered. She 
and Tony Obidike agreed that interna- 
tional singing and traditional cultural 
dancing would be entertaining alterna- 
tives. “NJDOT has employees who can 
perform Indian folk dances and music,” 
Harshad Ringwala added. 

Commissioner Tom Downs said that he 
was overwhelmed by the response. 
“Holiday International went well beyond 


my expectations. I was thoroughly 
impressed by the goodwill shown during 
the day and the cooperation that obvi- 
ously took place behind the scenes. I join 
many other NJDOTers in saying ‘thank 
you’ to those who made it all possible. I 
am looking forward to many opportuni- 
ties to follow up on this tremendous event 
during the coming year,” said Downs. 
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General Committee: 
Dottie Kish and Meg Frampton, chairs, Joe 
Acerra, Patricia Bowker, Janice DeJohn, Cindy 
Fletcher, Joyce Himeiman, Nancy Lopez, Doreen 
Piummer, Donna Rhodes, Reynold Risoldi and 
Cecelia Witkowski. 

Display Leaders: 

Seth Ahiekpor, Ghana; Sandra G. Aviles, 
Spanish-and Portuguese-speaking countries; 
Olga Zeleznock, Ukraine; Anthony Obidike, 
Nigeria; Girish Patel, Harshad Ringwala, India; 
Alem Tessema, Ethiopia and Binh Vo, Oriental 
countries. 

Participants: 

Igbal Aberra, Halina Buchanon, Nayan 
Brahmbhatt, Manolo F. Capilli, Kiong Chan, 
Fred Cristobal, Primitivo Cruz and Marisol 
Deleon. 

Ana Diaz, Jose Garcia, Rafael Gonzalez, 
Abbas Hirya, Roman Horodysky, Tai Hsiao, 
Joshua Idowu and Rose Ilonzo. 

Pauline Kanickij, King Lee, Nancy Lopez, 
Carl Matthews, Josh Musni, Michael Olofiutuyi, 
Ayodele Oshilaja, Pat Owens, Sung Park, Ernie 
Passion and Jagdish Patel. 

Jayesh Patel, Mahesh Patel, Pankaj Patel, Vinu 
Patel, Gurdial Premi, David Rogers, Steven 
Salas, Ruben D. Santos, I.B. Senyk, Orest Senyk, 
Chan Shin and Brian Suen. 

Vijay Thaker, Loi Tran, Dorothy Tutko, 
Tarlika Trivedi, Priscilla Upka, Obi Ufondu, 
Ulysses Wallace and Kuangyu Yang. 

Lobby Decorations: 

Elizabeth Castellano, Roseanne Corrigan, Lisa 
Ginther, Joan Fell, Sue Fraczkiewicz, Cynthia 
Iannuzzio, Connie Kimmel, Rita Kochersperger, 
Linda Krenkowitz, Deb Snyder, Dorothy Stanley, 
Vicky Tilghman and Mina Tsintzas. 
Entertainment: 

Gerald Guarnieri, Coordinator, Ray Andrejcik, 
Frank Bridgewater, Charles Laurita and Les 
Martin. 

Chorus: 

Judith Parrish, Director, Nancy Adrian, Jackie 
Buie, Jacque Campitelli, Steve Ciapanna, Steve 
Decker 

Mary Anne Esposito, Jay Johnston, Pete Kenny, 
Keith Swango, Judi Tessein, Vince Volpicelli and 
Alice Webbs. 

Reception: 

John Bello, William Biggs, Bob Bramble, Tom 
Cochran, Eari Crockett, Richard Domboski, 
Joseph Dunk, Ed Feller, Robert Ford, Kennon 
Fox, Phil Foy, Gail Gurba, Jim Hadden, Michael 
Hanlon, Jim Healy, Roger Henry and Diane Hitt. 

Sue Hornyak, Russ Maggio, Henry Morris, 
Raleigh Murray, Barbara Mycoff, Harold Neil, 
Kathy O’Donnell, Dominic Petito, Anthony 
Ritardi, Peggy Seydow, Cherie Shreve, Rita 
Skillman, Earle Smith, Robert Smith Jr., Mary 
Beth Whittaker and Linda Zajac. 

Cafeteria: 
Jim and Joan Condit. 
Signs and posters: 
Frank Bridgewater and Gabe Palmieri. 


Russians visit 
NJDOT projects 


NJDOT Senior Engineer Tony 
Borovskis, who was born in Latvia and 


speaks fluent Russian, was recently called 
upon to give 11 visiting Russians a tour of 


two I-287 and one Route 24 freeway 
construction projects. 

“They were stunned about how our 
economic system works and couldn’t 
believe we paid time-and-a-half on the 
job after eight hours,” said Borovskis. 

“When I explained how we finance 
projects through the Transportation Trust 
Fund and gas tax, they also found it hard 
to understand. 

“The Russians were very interested in 
the construction work they witnessed, 
including pile driving, bridge work and 
drilling prior to blasting,” added 
Borovskis. 

The Russians mid-December tour was 
arranged by Ramapo College and 
International Connection, Inc. 


$5.65 billion (From page one) 


toward federally-funded transportation 
projects. Simply put, one dollar in toll 
road investment now has the potential of 
leveraging four federal transportation 
dollars,” Florio said. 

Following the check presentation in 
Newark’s Penn Station, the Govermmor, 
federal and state officials viewed the sites 
of two long-awaited rail projects. The 
Kearny Connection will permit trains 
from NJ TRANSIT’s Morris & Essex 
lines to switch onto Amtrak’s Northeast 
Corridor. The Secaucus Transfer will 
create a new Station in the Meadowlands 
that will allow passengers to transfer 
between the Northeast Corridor and the 
Bergen and Pascack Valley lines. 


Here is a project from years gone by. If you can identify the project or if you can describe 


the process, please send your answer in writing along with your name and unit to the 
Transporter, Headquarters Trenton. Please submit your answer by February 14. 


Can you identify this 'Moment in History’? 


The December issue "Moment in 
History,” the Barlow Street circle in 
Trenton was correctly identified by 28 
NJDOTers. Correct replies came from Jim 
Badgley, Local Trans. Planning; Mike 
Bielesch, Sr. Engineer Electrical; David K. 
Boughton, Electrical; Debra L. Buckley, 
Crew Supervisor, Hwy. Marking; Anne 
Chmielewski, Manager, Records & 
Services; Theresa M. Cortina, Supervisor, 
Civil Rights/Contract Compliance. 

Also: Thomas J. DiPierro, Hwy. 
Marking; Helen L. D’Zurilla, Electrical; 
Michael W. Gross, Regional Const. Engr., 
Region 3; Eugene Grybowski, Project 
Engineer, Region II Design; John 
Jennings, Access & Development Impact 
Analysis; Richard Johnson, Office of 
Special Projects; Ray Kropinack, Pr. 


ROW Appraiser, ROW; Leon A. 
Kuliezkowski, Crew Supervisor, Elec. 
Operations; Ira Levinton, Trans. Corridor 
Analysis; Ray Micharski Jr., C&M Tech. 
3, Maint. Support; Anthony Obidike, Sr. 
Engineer, Bridges & Structures; Gary Pote, 
Crew Supervisor, Crew 1290, Bridgewa- 
ter; Ruben D. Santos, Project Engineer, 
Region 2 Design; Bhavesh Shah, Roadway 
Design. 

And: Kirit R. Shah; Robert Shu, 
Structural Engrg. Services; Mark J. 
Smith, Pr. Engineer Research; Henry 
Soloway, Region 2 Design, Newark; John 
Szucs (retired) Fernwood Machine Shop; 
Norbert Teufel Jr., Pr. Engineer, Traffic 
Engrg. & Local Aid; John Tomchick, Sr. 
Engineer, Electrical; John A. Zabicki, 
Bridge Repairer II. 
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